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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Word From Richard

As | reflect on the Lent and Easter season from a year ago, my views of suff@
faith have somewhat c¢changed. |t was
to decline visibly. &

During Lent we usually focus on the sacrifice of Christ and his determinatiogs
face of persecution and suffering. He was undaunted by the challenges that he k
overwhelm him. And for those who walk through the valley of the shadows, for w§
reason, we identify with the suffering of Christ. For those who have been sparn*
suffering, you may wonder why Christians are not rejoicing more and why so |

The ministry, judgment and execution of Jesus as the Son of God reminds u
calling from God that does not promise us a life offiosssead scripture constantly

| used to wonder if he eviead bouts of sefsity. Why me, Lord? Which could be a way to interpret his
words in the ,Gawrhd/erh,aveMy o@od or saken me?0

reminds us that if we stiak for the Gospel, our life will be full of thorns as well as joy. Yet, | always wonder
how Jesus could go through with the torture thaimmaanentvhen he had the power to confront and prevent it

However, since Lent and Easter last year, | withessed my own wife faced with turning her head tow

journey to Jerusalem, where she too would be crucified. The threat of pain scared her although she feally d
fear death. She was all about living every day fully until the day she died. What kept her spirits up seeme
this sense that she never felt pity for herself and she durn sure did not want others to pity her. She stgyed on

enemy with violent force. Despite the arrest and false accusations, despite being deserted by his g
despite the fact that God the Father did not rescue him from the execution, Jesus never considered hin
He never assumed that his freedom was stripped from him. He never assumed that he was at the
raging enemies. His life was not controlled by them.

Jesus was not a victim! That convicts me for all the times | whine and complain and wonder why this i
to me. So, this Lent, | want to striveilamnotaeietn
of any forces that will overwhelm me. | am called simply to be faithful and cling to God no matter
And | i ke Penny, by the Spiritds help, | have and
Sustainer to love and inspire others to love. In that striving, | hope | never feel like | must play the rol
but rather, as we see in the Christ, | seek to simply remain faithful. In that, | am a victor. And | hope ya
me in finding new ways of reframing the message from the life, death and resurrection of Christ du

withherGodgi ven calling to |l ove and inspire othler s
hospital bed until the day | die. o

And seeing her truly live and fulfill her calling to love and inspire others to love that extended up uptil the
before she died, has changed my perspective| on
Jerusalem. He did not question, OWhy me?6 He did
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. E On Calling
- a Pastor

Where we are now during this interim:
Please keep the PNC in your prayers

[ 2 BSY I

PNC SEARCH FREIE ST

SELECT PNC
ESTABLISH PNC LEADERSHIP. RECEIVE AND REVIEW
(PASTOR NOMINATING PROCESSES AND PIFs (PERSONAL CALL A CANDIDATE
COMMITTEE) COVENANT INFORMATION FORMS) FOR CONGREGATIONAL VOTE

SURVEY THE

CONGREGATION
: INSTALL
VEVEVIVIV]-GE. W NEW
PASTOR
Mi ni RJtreat (‘“3

COMPLETE MIF INTERVIEW
(MINISTRY INFORMATION  poTENTIAL
FORM) AND PUBLICIZE CANDIDATES
POSITION AS OPEN

LATEST PNC UPDATE:

final week of January. The Presbytery office is now in the process of vetting our candidates.

The Pastor Nominating Committee is happy to announce we have moved to another stage of t
We have selected our 4 top candidates and will be checking references and holding phone interview

After vetting and interviews are complete we will select those we will visit at their churches and
a final selection. After that we begin working with the session and Presbytery to finalize the relatio
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Lneng}x"E SPECIAL PRAYERS

March Newsletter

* H
9 PARTNERS] | for Lee Wilder, Debbie Griffin, and Richard Hill as they travel to Haiti from March 2 to M

arch 9

oA Introduction To The Enneagram
7 2 | This class taught by Jill Ulrici and Collin Lines will begin Wednesday March 8
. . and meet every Wednesday evening during Lent from 6:00 pm to 7;30 pm.
& 4
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SEEKING SHALOM for the CITY:

Dr. Richard Hill will lead a series throughout Lent that looks at urban life
scriptures and Gododos desire o0to seek
The series is based AT heology as Big as the @iyyDr. Ray Bakke (you ca
find it on Amazon) who studied the mass urban migration that has occu
worldwide and how the church can responds to this global urbanization.
The course was started on February 26 and will run through April 9, with a brea
on March 5 for the photojournalist presentation on life in Palestine/lsrael as noted below.

Mar 5: Special Guest: Katie Archibstbodware-0 Thr ough t he Checkpaqi|nt é
(see special article below)

Mar 12: Seeking Shalom #2: Is Charity Working?

Mar 19: Seeking Shalom #3: Why | snd6t Charity Wor ki

Mar 26: Seeking Shalom #4: What is Poverty?

Mar 2: Seeking Shalom #5: How Do We Seek Shalom? (Part One)

Apr 9: Seeking Shalom #6: How Do We Seek Shalom? (Part One)

March 5h: Special Sunday School Presentatioby Katie Archibal¥Voodward presenting portiops
from her mul Thiougk tdeiCaeckpoi gy reicn g 0Adul t Su hopl

The project provides vision and voice to life lived amidst occupation in Palestine g
created in partnership with the nonproficative VisionsThe project is serving in tandes |
with ongoing efforts to foster justice and peace for all living in the Paitsstieiaregion [
by the continued call for equity, end of human rights abuses, and the pursuit of a cj
without occupatiorHer hope is to help our global community gain a fuller picture of &
Palestine/lsrael and compel viewers to join movements to end a dehumanizing st
and catalyze peace and equity for Palestinians, Bedouins, and Jewish Israelis alik€. |

and currently in the process to become ordained with the PC@W8A3. particularly serv-
ing to promotdove and compassion by helping connect people to God and one another through sp
and the arts.

You can learn more herehttp://www.lifeilluminated.com/through -the-checkpoint/
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5 Men's Wednesday Morning Me
Bible Study
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7:008:00 am
Richard |l eads this study an
scripture which will give you a spark for the middle of the wet
Join us for coffee in the parlor, a chance to catch up, a dip in
scripture and a chance to bond with other men in the church
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COVENANT MENOS LUNCH GROUP
A new group started in February especially scheduled around
work. This group will meet monthly on the first Tugsday

of the month. The next meeting will be March 7th
froml2: 00 noon to 1:00 pm at Ro x| x
i Cheshire Bridge.

UG LILEL LTI Contact Rev. Richard Hill if interested for more
information.



http://www.creativevisions.org/cap/through-the-checkpoint/
http://www.lifeilluminated.com/through-the-checkpoint/

Our Band

March Newsletter

a Disco Is Back! When lIrish Eyes are Smiling



